
After being a member for over thirty years I have been delighted to see  
the course move to a new level of challenge with the new third and 
eighth tees opening on Captainôs day. I had the privilege of playing  
Captainôs day with our professional Warren Lockett and Nigel Colbeck 
(handicap 1) and saw the course and game being played in a different 
light. I was proud on many holes getting past their drives with my  
second shot! 
The Captain Phil Lazenby should be commended by every club  
member for all the hard work and hours on the course he and many 
other members have put in to bringing the projects into play (and to 
date raising over £11,000). The pond on the 11th has claimed many of  
my balls already and I am taking lessons in scuba diving to sneak back 
late one night and recover them. 
Seriously, on the business side of the club, we realised late last year that the financial year finishing 
in April, would be a very poor result. This was due to the extremely poor weather at the back end of 
the playing season in 2008, and replacement costs in the year including a serious amount of  
equipment for the course and greens workshop facilities, replacing three clubhouse heating boilers, 
redecorating most of the club, re flooring the snooker room, the new solid folding door into the ball 
room, new windows in the upstairs offices . This led to us analysing our spending (versus income) 
and having to make cutbacks in the office and on the course. Linked to the recession biting  
everyoneôs wallet we pegged the new subscriptions at an inflation driven level. We know that a lot 
of other clubs are struggling at the moment but this does not mean we have to follow suit.    We are 
working on a three year plan to return the club to a positive cash position. 
There have been various changes on the Council front with Andy Moore stepping into Bob  
Pilkingtonôs position as Competition Chairman while Bob recovers (good to see Bob back at club 
events). Clive Thompson took over Membership Services Chairman (House and Bar in old money) 
and Adrian Jowett taking over from Wayne Arnold as Chairman of Greens and lastly Jamie Lavin  
(a qualified accountant) joining the finance team.  Thanks to all who have supported the club  
recently in a very challenging period. 
They say sticks and stones do not hurt but we seem to be breeding more than one or two rumour 
mongers, this does not help when a lot of members are giving their time free to keep the club going 
Our balance sheet is still strong but we cannot keep eroding our resources.  If anyone has anything 
to say please contact me either personally or by letter and we will do all we can to give a fair  
hearing to either ideas or complaints.  We are not magicians but we do need to balance our  
outgoings with our true income. Once we get the club profitable again we can then plan for further  
improvements. There seems to be an odd level of jealousy regarding our very successful junior  
section? If we do not support juniors the game will fade away.  All clubs need to work hard getting 
youngsters to enjoy golfing, they will be the future of the club (our new Greens Chairman Adrian 
Jowett, started at Cleckheaton as a junior) 
 To kill one new rumour on the potential of a new extended patio area if this goes ahead it will be 
funded by membersô donations NOT SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Finishing on a brighter note, it is fantastic to see such quality of golf being played at Cleckheaton 
and to see members enjoying watching the 1st team on a Friday evening (thanks again to the Captain 
for feeding the supporters!). Also we have had Cleckheaton mentioned at Bradford and Yorkshire 
levels with great results both in the juniors and seniors. Thanks to all the players, caddies,  
professional and all the great support all the teams are getting. 
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DUSTY BIN TRIP 2009. 

 

Twenty hardy golfers recently left our shore for their annual pilgrimage to Majorca to compete for the coveted 
Dusty Bin Trophy. 
This year we had the pleasure of two new recruits who took part, Guy Wood who was keen to impress with his 
wit and charm and our very own professional Warren Lockett who was celebrating a recent momentous birthday.  
The Ryder Cup teams had been selected prior to leaving by the two illustrious Captains, Paul Fox (black shirts) 
and Winston Lavin (blue shirts). Paul was particularly inspirational with his team guiding them throughout the 
competition, keeping a watchful eye on their diet and liquid intake ensuring they peaked at the right time, while 
Winston quite frankly just let his team have a free hand and meander aimlessly throughout the week. He exerted 
no discipline or control allowing them to stay out late at night, eating and drinking alcohol and in some cases 
wasting key energy dancing. 
The weather was very kind and the sun shone most days making the golf very enjoyable, however we were   
constantly reminded to take plenty of fluids to prevent dehydration.  
Jack Moses (OTO ï Official Tour Organiser) ably assisted by Dave Evans (TOSA ï Tour Organiser Second       
Assistant) organised everything impeccably introducing new courses for the golf and entertainment. The coach 
journeys were enhanced by one tour member who took it upon himself to share with the tour party his unique 
óJanet and Johnô stories. Obviously he has a sad existence in the UK travelling alone in the car listening to Radio 2 
and Terry Wogan. 
After three rounds the Ryder Cup was still in the balance and the leader board was making very interesting   
reading with one or two notable members in the top half and one or two surprising contenders for the óDusty Binô. 
Warren was now starting to show fatigue and frustration primarily from sleep deprivation and excessive alcohol 
intake (unfortunately as a professional he would not be allowed to win the coveted óDusty Binô); however as 
prime contender and to save any further embarrassment Warren decided to have a few early nights and try to 
retrieve his game. 
Nerves were starting to show going into the final day, team selection was taken away from the captains and the 
usual format of top plays with bottom, second plays with second to bottom and so on came into effect (donôt try 
explaining that one to the wife). Clive Thompson was tournament leader with a commanding five point lead over 
second place Mark Vertigans. Paul Fox having sacrificed himself in the interest of his team was unfortunately in 
last place and Mike (Swerve) Ervine was in the top half of the table in 10 th position. 
Swerve had been seen drinking Guinness into the early hours of the morning obviously not taking his golf too 
seriously however after being drug tested he partnered Neil Bisset on the final day. Unfortunately he only       
contributed one point on four holes and Neil was virtually left to play on his own, they had a total of 28 points 
and the scene was set for a most interesting presentation evening.  
Paul Fox led his team to a magnanimous Ryder Cup victory, Mark Vertigans and Clive Thompson were joint     
winners, Winston Lavin won a prize and Mike (Swerve) Ervine was duly presented with the Dusty Bin 2009   
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What a summer this has been ï Iôm not sure where to start é 
Competitions 
13 April ï Golf Foundation 4-somes ï won by Stuart  
Hamilton and Olivia. 
On 4th May we ran the first of our Junior Trophy competitions 
- Vice-Captainôs Stableford ï 8 entries (4 boys, 4 girls).  
Charlotte won with 41 pts, Megan Lockett and Megan Clarke 
tying  for 2nd place. 
25th May ï Junior Open Day ï 32 pairs entered.  Prizes to 5th 
place and 3 Nearest the Pins.  Winners were Howard Bailey 
and Lewi Bailey from Dewsbury with 48 points; Mick  
Marriott and Jade Downes from Wheatley & Boothferry came 
2nd with 46 points, and in 3rd place were P Moore and  
L Page from Rawdon.  A great day, which we hope will  
become an annual event. 
27th May ï HSBC Wee Wonders ï Megan Lockett and Megan 
Clarke qualified for District Finals at Wike G C. 
9th June ï Megan Clarke won the Rita Birkett Trophy, scoring 
41 points. 
27th June ï Mr Captain held a 9 hole Stableford for juniors, on 
his Day, to follow the main competition.  Daniel Wetton was 
pleased to beat the ñlittle onesò by winning the competition! 
 Yorkshire Girlsô Events 
5th April ï Hessle GC ï Olivia Hamilton was placed 2nd with 
43 pts,  Megan Lockett scored 37, Charlotte Hamilton 30, and 
Jade Lockett 27. 
26th April ï Leeds GC Megan Lockett was in 2nd place with 
43 pts. 
3rd May ï Pike Hills GC ï Charlotte Hamilton came 4th, and 
Megan Clarke scored 20 pts over 9 holes which counted as a 
qualifier and reduced her handicap. 
26th May ï Charlotte Hamilton and Megan Lockett played for 
Yorkshire girls in their match against Lincolnshire girls at 
Normanby Hall, Scunthorpe.  Yorkshire won 7-2, with  
Charlotte and Megan halving their matches. 
 Bradford Union Matches 
Our matches have been hard fought this year, having lost 
some of our low handicap players to Associate Membership.  
However, our new team members have achieved creditable 
results ï winning 2 matches, halving 3 and losing 3.  My 
grateful thanks go to Stuart Hamilton, who has taken over the 
mantle of Junior Team Manager.  We still have 2 matches to 
play and whatever happens Stuart and I will still be extremely 
proud of our playersô effort and commitment!  Stephen Henry, 
Paul Richardson and Trevor Fothergill have also stepped in to 
help this year, and I am very grateful to them all. 
 Coaching 
YLCGA coaching has been taking place, although one session 
is to be re-arranged, because of adverse weather conditions in 
June.  My thanks to Margaret Brown, Jenny Taylor and Sue 
Ketchion for their help. 
Club coaching, too, included sessions for the higher handi-
cap/club handicap juniors, and 6 sessions for the 7-12 year 
olds/beginners are planned for the summer holidays.  Also on 
offer are free 2 hour sessions for 8 lower handicap  
juniors/team players. 
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Handicap reductions 
Nigel Colbeck, Charlotte Hamilton, Megan Lockett, Megan 
Clarke, Olivia Hamilton, Glenn and Adam Richardson are all to 
be congratulated on handicap reductions this year.   
Congratulations also go to Thomas Henry and George Sewell for 
gaining their CONGU handicaps. 
 Other events 
15th May saw our first Quiz Night.  Not very well attended, but 
enjoyed by those who came. 
We have entered 4 teams this year for The Oaks Junior Pro-Am 
on Monday 3rd August. 
The Junior Organiserôs Salver on 17th August will double up this 
year with a qualifier for the Daily Telegraph 2009 Abu Dhabi 
Junior Golf Championship. 
 Donations 
The Rabbitsô Section very generously donated Ã344 to junior 
funds this year, for which the Section is very grateful. 
 New Juniors 
Four new juniors have been interviewed ï Ethan Knight, Abigail 
Frazer, Oliver Hemingway and Bradley Howarth.  All have been 
offered membership. 
 Saving the Best óTil Last - 
17th April ï Northern Ladiesô Team Championship at Formby ï 
Jade and Megan Lockett, Charlotte and Olivia Hamilton won with 
67, 10 shots clear of the rest of the field, which included members 
of the Yorkshire Ladiesô Executive. 
21st June ï In the Bradford Boysô Championship at Bingley St 
Ives, Nigel came 3rd defending his title for the Bussey Trophy, 
Glenn Richardson won the Margaret Dufton Trophy with nett 61, 
and Adam Richardson came 3rd in his Division with a  
creditable nett 66. 
28th June ï In the Yorkshire Junior Girlsô Championship at Selby, 
Charlotte Hamilton won the YLCGA Junior Championship 
Handicap Trophy over 36 holes with a net score of 141, and 
Olivia Hamilton won the 18 hole YLCGA Bronze Division  
Trophy with 42 points. 
Charlotte has qualified for the Abraham Trophy at the end of July, 
and is also entered for the English Girlsô Championship U-15s 
trophy, both at North Wiltshire Golf Club, and we are keeping our 
fingers crossed that Megan Lockett (currently 2nd reserve) will 
also play in the U-13s trophy. 
Olivia and Megan Clarke have been invited by Yorkshire Ladies 
to join the fun at the Northern Counties Jamboree in August, at 
Leyland Golf Club, Lancashire.  The Jamboree is a two-day event, 
involving six counties each inviting six girls.  The first day is an 
individual stableford competition, the second day is matchplay 
against one of the other counties. 
Charlotte and Megan Lockett have again been selected to play for 
Yorkshire girls in the match against Durham girls, at Stressholme, 
in August.  Olivia is to play as reserve ï if the match is halved, 
her result will count! 
Also Megan Clarke has reached the Grand Final of the HSBC 
Wee Wonders, and is to play at St Andrews Golf Course at the 
end of August.  Meganôs age group will compete over 2 rounds of 
9 holes on the Balgove Course. 
 é and we are only half way through the season!!! 



At last summer has arrived and we are able to play golf in 
our shorts and tee shirts. How long it will last is anyoneôs 
guess. 
The course is looking great and we even have run on the ball, 
some good scores are being produced by our young ladies 
and once again I must congratulate Megan Lockett and  
Charlotte Hamilton on being selected to play for the  
Yorkshire Girls Team against Lincolnshire Girls.  Along with 
Olivia  Hamilton, Jade Lockett and Megan Clarke they also 
had a great day at Selby on Sunday 28th June.  Results are in 
Christine Coleôs report. Well done girls. 
I was saddened to hear that Wayne Arnold has resigned as 
Chairman of the Greensô Committee, a dedicated and hard 
working team member who has worked  tirelessly to       
maintain a good course and budget in these difficult times.  
My personal thanks to Wayne for making the Greens  
meetings so informative and interesting .  And now we move  
forward under the leadership of Adrian Jowett who I am sure 
will continue the good work. 
The Ladiesô team matches are well under way and my thanks 
go to all ladies who have supported all the teams. Our Vice 
Captain Susan Morten has done a great job with both óBô 
team and evening league. I am sure she is looking forward to 
her year in office as Lady Captain. Thank you also to Audrey 
Brook for organising The Friendly matches which continue 
to be well supported. 
P.S Donôt forget Captainôs Charity Day on Saturday 1st    
August.  See notice boards for details 
Happy Golfing 

LADY CAPTAINõS REPORTñMARGARET THEWLIS 
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We are now well into this years golfing calendar and to date, 
apart from the William Hird competition the weather has been 
kind to us. 
 
 Congratulations to Peter Fenton on winning the Scratch Cup 
and Paul Webster on winning the Captains prize. 
 
 Captainôs Day was a tremendous success and a big thank you 
from all members to the Captain and Jeanette for their  
generosity. 
 
 Will all competitors who enter individual competitions please 
ensure that they enter their cards into the competitions even if 
their cards are incomplete. Cards that are not entered into the 
computer give the competition members unnecessary work. 
 
 I have to remind all members that when they enter a 36 óholeô 
competition you have committed yourself to complete the 
course. Failure to honour this commitment could result in your 
entry not being accepted for future competitions. The same  
punishment can apply to members who fail to turn up for other 
start sheet competitions. 
 
 In the coming weeks we will be looking to give a more just 
relief for balls coming to rest on óthe wrong greenô and ótees not 
in use,ô when we are playing under winter rules. Last winter 
season it was obvious that members were having different  
interpretations of how to obtain relief. The changes that will be 
included in the winter rules we hope will be clearer and help us 
all to obtain the same relief. 
 
 Mention of órelief,ô can I remind you that when taking ófree 
reliefô you should mark your ball, lift and drop your ball within 
one club length of the ónearest point of reliefô no nearer the hole 
(not in a hazard or on a putting green). This point of relief may 
well be by a non staked tree or in a bush. You only gain free 
relief from the free relief condition. 
 
 Enjoy the rest of the summer and good golfing. 

COMPETITIONS AND HANDICAPSñ 
ANDY MOORE 

Margaret Thewlis 
Andy Moore 

 

Welcome to the following new members:- 
 
Male  Ladies  Associate Juniors 
R.Green  Mrs I.Maclure S.F.Minto Miss A. Frazer 
I.Maclure   A.Fold  O.Hemingway 
M.Hustler   L.Kelly  B.Howarth 
A.Jackson   S.Tyrrell E.Knight 
M.J.Simonett Country     
G.E.Smith D.Smith  Social 
M.Woodhead   Bernard Walker 


